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2024 MSBL World Series HOF Inductee:
Jim Cooney, Rhode Island MSBL

By Steve LaMontia, Director of Communications
Jim Cooney has been playing in the Men’s
Senior Baseball League going into his 35"
year. That alone is worthy of hearty recogni-
tion. When you pour his MSBL World Series
experience into the recipe, it is no wonder
that MSBL Founder and President Steve
Sigler has inducted Jim into the 2024 class of
the MSBL World Series Hall of Fame.

“This award literally could not be more
meaningful to me as it was completely “out
of left field” and unexpected,” said Cooney.
“I had to read and re-read the email from
Steve Sigler notifying me about it three or
four times before it sunk in. I was totally
shocked, incredibly honored and humbled,
and very pleasantly surprised by it.”

The 66-year-old resident of Coventry, Rhode
Island is a fixture in the Rhode Island MSBL
in Providence, where he is primarily a catch-
er and first baseman for the 50+ RI Red Sox
while playing the same positions for his
World Series Father/Son teams.

“However, when I first came into the league
34 years ago at age 31, I played shortstop
and pitched and then moved to second base,
third base, and outfield. I also was the first
player in league history to play all nine posi-
tions in a single game. I started catching in
my late 50s out of necessity because we
didn’t have one, which is probably the only
reason that my knees and arm still work
pretty well.”

Jim has a pretty solid team off the field, too.
“I have been married for 41 years to my wife
Denise (Dean) Cooney and we are the proud
parents of Shannon, Caitlin, Jon-Patrick, and
Erin Eileen (Yes, we are a “wee bit” Irish).
Regarding Jim’s baseball upbringing, he
played hours and hours of pick-up ball,
steps, handball, and whiffle ball whenever
he could as a child and always had a bat or a
glove or a ball in his hand. As is no surprise,
he has always loved baseball and the Red
Sox as long as he can remember, including
the 67’s Sox ‘Impossible Dream Team’ and
Yaz’ Triple Crown. After Little League, he
played Pony League and then Division One
High School ball at Bishop Stang in North
Dartmouth, MA.  (continued on page 2)
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75+ Amrican Divisién Rhode Island / Puerto Rico Cardinals batter, Gilberto Rivera sends
this ball to deep left field, driving in a run yesterday at Tempe Diablo Stadium.

MSBL WS Uses Special Rules To Assist Managers With Their Lineups
A/B Batter And Shared Batter Positions, While There’s No Stealing in 75+ Games
By Tom Prendergast

Before any teams arrive at the MSBL World Series, a host of emails from the National
MSBL office have been sent out to all of the team managers, detailing the rules for each
separate division as well as the general tournament rules. Included in this documentation are
specific offensive batting rules. And at the top of that list - the A/B Batter (which can be used
in 40+ divisions) and the Shared Batter position (which can be used in 60+ / 75+ divisions).
Note that in 60+ National, teams have the option to use the A/B Batter position. Whichever
a team decides upon, two courtesy runners may also be used.

The A/B batter position requires a team to alternate the players that are occupying each spot
in the lineup. For example, the first time through the line up, 3A bats, the next time through
the order, 3B bats and this rotation continues throughout the game or until the spot is pinch
hit for. The Shared Batter position is a little different. All 60 and 75+ divisions must use
Shared Batting Position Rule only. The manager uses two players to share one batting
position in the offensive lineup during the game, and the manager decides who bats each time
the batting position comes up. The only exception to this is when a player is used as a base
runner, that player must bat the next time up. After that point, either of the Shared Batters
may bat in this position. Note - any violation could result in a “batting out of turn” ruling.
This is not a protestable offense. In our 75+ division, there’s no stealing, but runners are
allowed to take a lead. Until now, we haven’t put any kind of restrictions on that statement so
for example, a runner could lead off within about two feet of second base. In order to clarify
this situation, and effective immediately a base runner is limited to a 2 step lead off, and can’t
break for the next base until the pitcher releases the ball. Failure to abide by this rule will be
penalized with an out, after each team has received a warning from the umpire.
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an incredible gift. This is proven by the 300-plus leagues, 3,000-plus teams,
and nearly 50,000 players who have participated every, single year for the
past 36! Steve deserves all the credit in the world for not only realizing this
but for actually doing something about it! Yes, playing ball is just a small
part of what MSBL is all about for me. The camaraderie, the lifelong
friendships, the dugout banter, the challenges of the game as you get older,
and that feeling of family that you will always have with your closest
teammates if you’re lucky enough to have great ones (which I have been).
This also includes the opportunity to play ball with your friends and their
sons on some of the best MLB exhibition ballfields in America and then go
out to share a meal and watch an MLB series game the same week during
the Father-Son World Series. There is just nothing else like that anywhere
if you’re a ballplayer. Win or lose it’s a priceless, bucket-list experience,
and we look forward to it more and more each year.” Final thoughts? “Last
but certainly not least [ want to thank my wife and kids and all the spouses
and families involved with MSBL and RIMSBL for understanding what our
national pastime means to the good men who also happen to be great people
and ball players and for helping us to continue to make it part of our weekly
stress relief and lives. You may never know how much it truly means to us
but thank you for just knowing it is a part of who we are. We are not just
guys who play baseball, we are true “ballplayers™ in every sense of the
word. Nothing is more important in life than our loved ones; the time we
spend with them, and our God who makes it all possible, giving us the
precious gift of life every day. But I will tell you something honestly;

baseball and the MSBL World Series sure come pretty close!”
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MSBL World Series umpires (and
staff members) Jaret Bradley (left)
with home plate umpire, Miles
Williams at Tempe Diablo Stadium.
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75+ American Rhode Island Salty Dogs batter, Artie Colazzo, takes 75+ American Red Deer Legends batter, Bob Stevenson hits this
a bead on this ball and sends it to left field for an rbi single. pitch to right center field for a single during his game yesterday.
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75+ American Rhode Island Salty Dogs batter, Bob Sherwin singles 75+ National Sacramento Solons batter, Denny Brown tosses his
during his teams game with the Sacramento Solons yesterday. bat after laying down a perfect bunt that he beat out for a base hit!

75+ American Rhode Island / Puerto Rico Cardinals pitcher, Angel 75+ American Red Deer Legends batter, Alvin Anderson connects
Claudio delivers a side arm delivery to the plate yesterday morning  with this pitch and singles past a drawn in infield on Monday.

Get all of the 2024 MSBL WS game scores and current standings at: www.msblnational.com



