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MSBL Member Gary Bowman Receives the Lifetime Achievement Award 
By Steve LaMontia, Director of Communications 
  Gary Bowman is a quiet guy.  He lets his actions take the forefront and  
is quick to deflect any individual accolades.  He is probably embarrassed  
at my even writing this. When notified by MSBL Founder and President 
Steve Sigler that he was a 2024 recipient of this award, he predictably  
refused to accept the acknowledgment.  Thankfully, Steve Sigler was 
 persuasive. “I didn’t get myself here,” explained Bowman. “The teams, 
coaches, and players did. Without them, there would be no Utah AABL and no me. They  
are the real stars.” We asked Gary what this award meant to him. “To me, it means that our 
league is at the top of its field, the teams, the coaches, the players, all do their best and work 
their hardest to be the most competitive they can be in our league, and when they go to  
tournaments. We play when the snow melts in April and we play until the snow flies in  
October. We are a league to contend with at any and all tournaments we go to. Without them, 
I would not be here.” Fortunately, we were able to coax a little history out of Gary.  He is not 
only a league icon in Utah, but also an extremely successful MSBL World Series player and 
manager, as the pedigree of the Utah championship teams throughout the years will testify. 
Let’s get to know Gary a little better. “I started playing in the league in 1999 in Salt Lake 
City,” stated the crafty lefty.  “That is a funny story in itself and involved only one game, but 
that episode is for another day. I am 56 years old and live in Cottonwood Height, Utah and 
am married to my soulmate and best friend.  We have four daughters, two granddaughters, 
and another granddaughter on the way.”  Gary is currently recovering from shoulder surgery 
but is still very active on the field in the league, playing in both    (continued on page 2)   

50+ Desert Division Carolina Cobras batter, Quincy Marshall lays down the perfect bunt 
that started his teams game against the Red Deer Legends at Tempe Diablo Stadium. 
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THE TACO FEST PRESENTED BY  
TEQUILA CORRIDO WILL 

 FEATURE OVER 30 OF ARIZONA’S 
BEST TAQUEROS, $10 TOP SHELF 

CORRIDO MARGARITAS,  LIVE MUSIC 
STAGES, FREE BACHATA DANCING 
LESSONS, ART, SHOPPING, A HUGE 
KIDS ZONE AND SO MUCH MORE.  

AT SALT RIVER COMPLEX 

AZ Weather Cools Down  
As The Teams Heat Up! 

Today’s Playoff Game Schedule 
 

50+ National Semi-finals 
Mustangs Baseball vs San Antonio  
9:00am Legacy Park 1 
 

Midwest Angels vs Yonder Travelers 
9:00am Legacy Park 1 
 

50+ Cactus Playoffs (round 1) 
Chicago Pinch Hitter vs Phoenix Padres 
9:00am Legacy Park 5 
 

NSEW Connection vs Arizona Cubs 
9:00am Legacy Park 6 
 

Dallas Sultanes vs Austin Express 
9:00am Legacy Park 7 
 

Hudson Valley Bears vs Ventura Dodgers 
9:00am Legacy Park 8 
 

50+ Cactus (round 2) 
8 seed vs Sacramento Capitals (1 seed) 
12:30pm Legacy Park 5 
 

7 seed vs Fresno Hardcor (2 seed) 
12:30pm Legacy Park 6 
 

6 seed vs Colorado Springs Thunder (3 seed) 
12:30pm Legacy Park 7 
 

5 seed vs So Cal Indians (4 seed) 
12:30pm Legacy Park 8 
 

50+ Desert Semi-finals 
Saskatchewan vs Red Deer Legends 
9:00am Legacy Park 3 
 

East Coast Phillies vs Carolina Cobras 
9:00am Legacy Park 4 
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Gary Bowman Receives MSBL Lifetime 
Achievement Award  (continued from page 1) 
the 35+ and 45+ Divisions, while pitching, play-
ing first base, and even doing a little catching. 
Gary and the Utah AABL was also the first 
league to get back on the field during the Covid 
outbreak. We published a story about the monu-
mental effort it took to ensure everyone’s safety 
while still being able to play ball.  His baseball 
skills began with a stint in T-ball (another funny 
story for another day), graduated to high school 
that included several travel teams, some college 
ball, and even a year and a half of independent 
baseball. This baseball journey that led him to 
Utah in 1999 also includes an impressive list of 
MSBL World Series and regional tournament 
participation. “I've won four World Series rings 
and have played in several Las Vegas tourna-
ments (another fun story), and a couple of Palm 
Springs Desert Classic tournaments. This includes 
playing in the 18+, 25+, 35+, 45+, and 50+ divi-
sions and have played with the Pirates, Rockies, 
Dodgers, Reds, Heat, and regretfully a few others 
that I can't remember. We asked Gary if there is a 
high point to his baseball involvement thus far. 
“Winning a World Series ring with the Utah 
Rockies along with my two best friends on the 
team was really special.  Also, being inducted 
into the MSBL Hall of Fame (2009), while being 
told I was the fastest to receive this award at the 
time.” Are there any individuals you would like  
to thank who have helped you along the way?  
“Of course, first and foremost is my wife, for 
putting up with all the time and phone calls and 
hours away. My travel ball coach, Randy 
Jacodsen, taught me a lot. And the players on my 
team. You never want to let those eight players on 
the field down, no matter what, no matter how 
bad you hurt.” Final comments? “You've got 
three hours to play ball. During that time you're 
not married, no kids, no job, no bills, you can go 
back to Little League and forget about life for a 
while. We play hard and then go back to reality 
on Monday at 8 a.m. where we're sitting at our 
job someplace, bragging about our weekend and 
reliving our childhood with our friends.” 

50+ Arizona Giants player 
Brent Andrews hit for the 
cycle yesterday against 
the Blue Jays. He was 5-5 
with 6 rbi’s in the game. 
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NO METAL 
SPIKES  

ALLOWED AT 
LEGACY PARK 
TURF FIELDS 

Heads up - if your 
team has a game 
on one of the turf 
fields at Legacy 
Park. No metal 

spikes can be worn 
on the turf. 

Parking Instructions For Hohokam Stadium 

In addition to the A/B 
batter or the Shared 
Batter position - each 
team can use two (2) 
courtesy runners. 

All MSBL  
players must have 

a government  
issued ID - with a 

photo to  
participate in the 
2024 MSBL WS.  
And they must 

have it with them 
during all games.  

Failure to  
produce this ID  
on demand, will 

result in an  
immediate  

forfeit of the game 

To All MSBL  
players & fans. 
When your team 
has a game at the 
Fitch park fields or 
Hohokam Stadium 
please park your  
car in the facility 
designated lots, for 
each complex. Cars 
will be towed if 
they don’t comply. 

No alcohol  
or tobacco  

products are 
allowed  
before -  

during or after 
the game  

at any MSBL 
World Series 

locations  
or stadiums! 
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50+ Desert Div Carolina Cobras batter, Chris 
Gunzenhauser gets around on this fastball.     

25+ Cactus Bandits 3rd baseman 
Jordan Peterson at the hot corner 

50+ Desert Red Deer Legends batter, Glen Williams gets a good 
look at this pitch before singling to left center field yesterday. 

50+ Desert Red Deer Legends pitcher, Physio Letis was lights out  
against the Carolina Cobras at Tempe Diablo Stadium on Wednesday 

25+ Cactus New Mexico Mariachis batter, Andrew Metz drives this 
pitch back up the middle for an rbi single against the NW Bandits. 

25+ Cactus NW Bandits batter, Devan Khoma had a big day at the 
plate for his team - going 4 for 5, with 3 rbi’s and a double. 

Get all of the 2024 MSBL World Series game scores and current standings at: www.msblnational.com  

25+ Cactus New Mexico Mariachis center fielder, 
Bryan Granziano makes a terrific diving catch. 


