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WS Managers Looking For  
An Edge As Pool Play Begins 

Early On The MSBL World Series Banquets Were The Place To Be 
These Were Formal Affairs With Coats and Ties For the Guys - Dresses for the Gals 
By Tom Prendergast 
  Chances are players attending this years MSBL World Series tournament did not pack a suit 
coat, dress shirt or a tie. And why would they? Many aspects of our tournament are vastly 
different today than they were 35 years ago. Because back then, we closed out each week 
with an awards banquet. The first was held at the Phoenician ball room. At the time this was 
one of the premier, five star resorts in the Valley. Every player received a banquet ticket and  
a lot of guys bought their wives or girlfriends. It was quite the night on the town. Over the 
years our banquets were held at different locations. The Pointe at South Mountain, Corona 
Ranch and the Rustler’s Rooste. In addition to a first class dinner, there was an open bar and  
some top name celebrities were the featured speakers. These included, former MLB players, 
Jim Bouton, Vida Blue, Bill Rigney and former Dodgers manager, Tommy Lasorda. Comic  
Roy Firestone and Maury Wills were a couple of our  most popular speakers. 
  These events were always well attended and in addition to congratulating the winners (who 
sometimes came right from the field, still dressed in their uniforms), Steve would announce 
Hall of Fame inductees and acknowledge league Presidents in attendance. During his opening 
remarks, Steve would sometimes give an impromptu - MSBL state of the union address. 
Some memorable moments occurred at our banquets including Lou Myers riding a steer into 
the tent (at the Pointe) and WS Hall of Fame umpire, Hal Kaiser drinking freshly squeezed 
goats milk (at the Corona Ranch). After Tommy Lasorda, lampooned Jerry Ruess (who was 
playing for a WS team), he felt compelled to respond to Lasorda remarks and insisted on  
giving his rebuttal. Later he sent the MSBL a bill for addressing the crowd for $2,000. In a  
lot of ways, this was like our prom. And it was the place to be seen. It was must see TV! 

45+ Mountain New Era batter, Jason Jarvis lines up this ball and drives it into right center 
field against the Tri Valley Astros during his teams 4-2 win at Tempe Diablo Stadium. 

No alcohol or tobacco products are allowed before - during or   
after the game at any MSBL WS locations or stadiums! 

Sean Michael Dargan 2022 National 
MSBL Hall of Fame Inductee 
By Steve LaMontia 
Director of Communications 
Sean Michael Dargan is a  
54-year-old man who 
wears many hats, as well 
as many guitars.  Sean is 
the president of the 
MABL of Southern  
Wisconsin, located in  
and around Madison.   
The league proudly boasts 
a total of 29 teams in 17+, 
18+, 35+, 45+, and 52+ divisions. Sean  
Michael began his MSBL career in 2009 
right there in Madison and is now running 
this very successful league that began back  
in 1995.  For Sean Michael’s dedication, hard 
work, and passion, MSBL Founder and  
President Steve Sigler has inducted him into 
the 2022 class of the MSBL National Hall of 
Fame. “I’m honored beyond belief,”  
exclaimed Dargan.  “The game has meant so 
much to me throughout my entire life.  To be 
able to play it again, after 16 years off, was a 
dream come true.  To play with my current  
teammates and league-mates every week is a 
pure joy.” So why the guitar reference in the 
introduction?  Sean Michael is a Longtime 
Professional Touring Musician (guitar,  
vocals, bagpipes), and more recently, the 
Advisor to UW-Madison Student Music 
Committee.  Whether holding a guitar or a 
bat in his hands, he is accomplished at both. 
“I played three years of high school ball, two 
years of D-3 college ball, but I have really 
been a very painfully average player my  
entire career, but man oh man do I love  
playing!” Sean Michael is as versatile on the 
diamond as he is on stage.  He is a catcher, 
first baseman, third baseman, and even steps 
on the bump now and again as a right-handed 
chucker. “With everything going on in my 
world I still have time to play on the 45-over 
Crawfords and the Expos in the 52+ division.  
None of this would be possible without the 
support of my incredibly awesome wife, two 
groovy kids, aged 14 and 12, and one  
sus dog!” Sean Michael has also squeezed in 
an MSBL World Series appearance in  
Arizona into             (continued on page 2) 
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Sean Michael Dargan 2022 National 
MSBL Hall of Fame Inductee 
(continued from page 2) 
his resume. “I played in my very first MSBL 
World Series last year.  What an incredible  
experience!  I played with the Madison Blues 
in the 50-over division.  I hope to get back 
there soon.  It was awesome!” 
Sean Michael’s baseball career highlight  
didn’t come from Arizona but right there in 
Madison. “I hit a triple in a league-wide  
All-Star Game about four years ago.  A  
triple!  I’m a catcher and can’t run!  What  
a thrill to be standing on third base in an  
All-Star game!” Any closing remarks?  
“I need to thank David Bayer, who preceded 
me as president and commissioner of our 
Madison league. He showed me how to run  
a large league successfully, which I then did 
for over eight years. Also, a shout-out to  
Steve Sigler for starting the darn thing to 
begin with! I am so thankful for the league,  
at both a local and national level, for all the  
opportunities it has given me -- and all my 
league-mates -- for the past 13 years!” 

25+ Mountain New 
Era batter, Robert 
Wasmund at bat in 
yesterdays game 
with the Tri Valley 
Astros. 

45+ Mountain Div 
Chicago TSP pitcher 
Brian Henchal got 
the win in yesterdays 
10-3 win vs Detroit 

45+ Mountain New 
Era  pitcher, Izzy 
Gozales was on the 
mound during his 
teams game against 
the Tri Valley Astros 
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Note: All 35+ and 45+ Mountain teams will play 
under MSBL WS American division ex-professional 
rules for this week’s tournament. 

MSBL President and Founder, Steve Sigler (right) presents So  
Wisconsin’s MABL, Dan Hendrickson (left) with his MSBL Hall  
of Fame plaque at Tempe Diablo Stadium last night.  
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Get all of the 2022 MSBL World Series game scores and current standings at: www.msblnational.com  

45+ Mountain division Tri Valley Astros batter, Orlando Gonzales 
watches this high fly ball during yesterday’s game with New Era. 

45+ Mountain Chicago TSP Lookouts batter, Mike Toresso connect 
with this pitch for an rbi line drive against the Detroit Astros. 

45+ Mountain Detroit base runner, Dytarious Edwards hustles 
back to the bag before TSP 1st baseman, George Jimenez’s tag.  

45+ Mountain Tri Valley Astros pitcher, John Lee delivers a pitch 
to the plate during his teams game at Tempe Diablo Stadium. 

45+ Mountain Chicago TSP batter, Joe Burzyniski has kind of a 
spooky encounter with his bat during yesterday’s Halloween game! 

45+ Mountain Detroit Dodgers pitcher, Brian Mullaly was on the 
mound yesterday during his teams game with the Chicago TSP’s. 


