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33rd MSBL World Series (*)
Opens With Many Changes!  

202 Teams Set To Participate In This Years MSBL WS Tournament 
Extraordinary Circumstances Created Huge Challenges for MSBL Leagues in 2020 
By Tom Prendergast 
  I have been attending the MSBL/MABL World Series tournament every year since 1989. 
Like many players, the first thing I do when I return from Arizona is circle the dates on my 
calendar for the next years MSBL WS. As a player / manager and later as a tournament staff 
member, few events have more meaning in my life than this tournament. I looked forward to 
this year round. It’s a special time of the year and presents a great opportunity for me to see 
old friends and foes on the ball field. 
  The last time we had to deal with any kind of major disruptions at our WS was in 2001  
when the terrorist's attacked us and changed our way of life. That year, many of our players 
who were policeman or fireman couldn’t attend and many more were mourning the loss of 
people lost in the attack. As devastating as that was, we knew who our enemy was and the 
steps we had to take to make sure that wouldn’t happen again. 
  The events of the last 6 months with the Covid-19 virus has literally brought our world to a 
standstill. Every MSBL across the country was effected in one way or another. Either through 
a delayed start, shortened season or in some cases, no games at all. The restrictions placed on 
sports leagues varied greatly based on the local CDC (Center for Disease Control) guidelines.  
  The National MSBL office wasted little time in formulating a plan (along with generating 
new protocols) for all leagues to implement and follow, once they were allowed to resume 
play. In many cases these were adopted by other sports leagues and most local CDC’s   
accepted them as their own guidelines.  
  Our due diligence paid off and we need to remain just as vigilant (if not more) during this 
years World Series. So in order to make sure we are following these protocols, MSBL WS 
staff members will be on hand at most of the facilities we are using to help remind players 
and spectators to keep their guard up and practice social distancing (whenever possible) and 
continue to wear a mask around others when they are not on the playing field.  

The infield at Tempe Diablo Stadium is in great shape this year - based on the fact that no 
games were played on it this summer, due to Covid-19 issues in and around Arizona. 

MSBL WS Covid-19 Protocols  
Require Masks To Be Worn 

All players and spectators 
must wear masks upon  
entering and leaving all 
stadiums. For players your 
mask need to remain on 
until you reach the field. 

While visiting restrooms and restroom areas, 
as well as concession stands, everyone must 
wear a mask. The same rules apply to all 
auxiliary field complexes. Fans in attendance 
must wear a mask while sitting in a group of 
10 or more. In a group of 10 or less, they can 
remove them. A complete list of our 2020 
MSBL WS Covid-19 protocols is listed on 
page 3 and at www.msblnational.com. 

Age Exemptions - 2020 was to be the start 
of a no new age exemptions for all MSBL 
WS age divisions 50+ and higher. You could 
only have “grandfathered” age exemptions 
from the 2019 MSBL WS. On April 22nd, 
the National Office expanded the existing 
“age” exemption rule to assist teams affected 
by the Covid-19 virus, which allowed teams 
to recruit a sufficient number of players to be 
able to form a team. Beginning in 2021, the 
MSBL National Office will reinstitute the no 
new age waiver for age divisions 50+ and 
higher once again.  
 

Ex-Pro Guidelines and Requirements - 
These rules are clearly stated (and posted on 
page 4) and this year we are requiring every 
manager to submit a signed form that       
indicates they understand the rules and that 
their team is in accordance with them.  
There can be no misunderstanding of any of 
these specifications, as it will result in      
possible forfeiture of games won. We are 
asking all managers to review their roster to 
make sure there team is in full compliance. 
 

New World Series Official Roster - Prior to 
the start of every game, each manager must 
exchange rosters, which include first and last 
names, number, age and any pro experience. 
In addition, each team manager must have 
their player’s photo ID’s with them at all 
games. Failure to provide the player’s photo 
ID, under proper protest, will result in a  
forfeiture of the game and all games the 
player participated in. 
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Score line (760) 898-3700 

Parking Restrictions at Salt River Fields 

Here's a map of the complex showing parking and restricted    
areas. Security will place some A-frame signs to help point     
people in the right direction. We realize there will be first time 
visitors who aren't familiar with the complex as well as returning 
visitors who previously parked in the "Desert Parking Lot" on the 
north side of property which is not available this year.  

MSBL WS Round Robin / Playoff Participation Requirements  
To be eligible to play in the playoffs and championship game, a 
player must have had at least one plate appearance in 2 round robin 
games or have pitched 3 outs in each of 2 round robin games or a 
combination of the two (ie: Pitch 3 outs in one game and 1 plate 
appearance in another) within the preliminary round robin.  
Note: This must be documented in your teams scorebook and the 
scorebook of your opponent or the player or players will be 
deemed ineligible to participate in the playoffs. 
 

To make sure that both teams are on the same we have a form that 
every manager will need submit before the playoff game begins, 
listing his teams players and the number of round robin games they 
appeared in during pool play. 
 

In addition, for 2020, we are asking all team managers who have 
granted exemptions for their team to identify this to the other team 
by placing an asterisk (*) by their names when you exchange 
lineup cards. Since it’s incumbent on the managers to “police” the 
exemptions, this is an important element to avoid any controversy. 
 

New for 2020: If your team has a roster of 18 or more players for 
any given game, you can ONLY have 2 age exempted players in 
your lineup (either offensive or defensive) at any one time.  
We have really attempted to help teams in need, but not to take 
advantage of the leniency. 
 

Team rosters - this year every teams roster that they submit at 
check in will be posted on the MSBL WS website. 
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Get all of the 2020 MSBL World Series game scores and current standings at: www.msblnational.com  


