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The 2003 MSBL
World Series HR
Hitting Contest
Friday October 24th

Tempe Diablo
Stadium

8:00p $25 Entry Fee

You Ought To Be In Pictures!
By David Krival, Editor, HardBall Magazine
(reprinted from 2003 WS Program)

Since 1992, Chris Denevi and C.J. Jones
have been the official HardBall Magazine
photographers for the MSBL/MABL World
Series. Visual Touch, managed by Jerry
Esposito, has been the official HardBall
photography contractor for the Fall Classic
since 1998. When this schedule has allowed
Jerry has also covered a few World Series
games for us, mainly (but not only) in the
early days from 1990 through 1992.

We’ve run a handful of photos from other
contributors: however, if you’ve seen a pic-
ture in HardBall of yourself or your team at
any World Series since 1992 or any Fall
Classic since 1998, Chris, C.J. or Jerry al-
most certainly took it. To be sure, check the
credit line at the bottom of the photo or pho-
tography byline at the head of the article in
the magazine. Visual Touch and Denevi &
Jones also provide many of the photos,
which appear in the Fall Classic and World
Series Programs.

In 2001, Norine Rathbone became a wel-
come, highly skilled addition to the Hard-
Ball World Series photography team, cover-
ing two games on the final Saturday of the
tournament, two of her images appear in the
2003 World Series Program.

(continued page 4)

28+ Federal / Central And
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28+ Central So. California Indians batter/runner John Furlong hustles across the bag

beating out an infield single during his teams game at Tempe Diablo Stadium on Monday.

The 2003 MSBL/MABL World Series Sets New Record With 353 Teams!

By Tom Prendergast

in three separate divisions. The 28+ Federal and Central along with the “‘ "A

38+ National started playing games on Monday. Last week 28 National,

American and Continental teams participated in week one. Midway ' ’

353 teams will participate in this years MSBL/MABL World Series, mak- “,

ing it once again the largest amateur baseball tournament ever held, (that’s up from 329

last year). Part of the increase this year is due to three new divisions, 38+ & 48+ wood
The good news for the players here this week is that the forecast calls for no rain unfor-

tunately they’ll be playing with temperatures in the 100°s! This Thursday, the annual

MSBL Trade Show will open at Tempe Diablo Stadium and that night the MSBL will

Week two of the 2003 MSBL WS opened yesterday with 71 new teams,
through last week 57 MABL teams played in the 18+ World Series. In all ’ q
and 65+.
host a western style cookout on the concourse. Everyone is welcome.

Providing daily player and team
statistics for all 2003 MSBL/MABL
Arizona World Series Teams
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The MSBL WS office is located inside
Tempe Diablo Stadium (by the Buttes) on
the second floor in the press box area.

Stadium Mailing Address:
2200 W. Alameda
Tempe, Arizona 85282
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WS Office Phone Line 602-438-0242
WS Fax Number 602-438-0304
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www.msblnational.com
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tpkecmsbl@aol.com

THE WS DAILY NEWS PLATFORM
This publication is provided by the Men’s
Senior Baseball League for its members and is
intended to provide information about the
World Series tournament and its players.

The opinions stated and expressed in this pub-
lication represent the editor’s personal views
and may not reflect the views or the official
policy of the MSBL.

The MSBL WS Daily News is published
every day during the WS Tournament and
is available at several tournament hotels.

WS DAILY NEWS CAN BE FOUND AT:
Tempe Diablo Stadium - WS Info Office
Inn Suites Tempe

Hospitality Suites

Airport Marriott

The Buttes Resort

Embassy Suites

Waterfront lvy Hotel

Summerfield Suites

Town Place Suites

Color copies of this edition are available at
Kinko’s (Ray Rd. & I-10) 480-893-0700
4940 Ahwatukee (located in the Albertson
Shopping Center) cost $1 per page.
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Diary of an Aging Baseball Player

My Hometown
By Max Utsler

It was the summer of 1957 in Maquon, Illinois, population 400.

Main Street in Maquon consisted of Strode’s Garage, Parli Implement Company, The
Farm Services Gas Station, Gooding’s Grocery Store, Ferguson’s TV Repair and Res-
taurant (go figure), and three taverns.

You could tell Maquon had its priorities straight.

But Maquon also had a post office, a library, an American Legion Hall, and oh, yes—a
ballpark. Most every town in central Illinois had a ballpark. And on most summer
days the town ballpark was the center of activity.

My buddies and I didn’t have video games, DVD’s, or cell phones. But we did have
gloves, bats and baseballs. And we used them. Constantly. No one in the town ever
had to mow the grass at the ballpark. We beat it down.

I actually grew up in the suburbs of Maquon (i.e. a farm) but often cajoled my
Grandpa into hauling me the three miles into town for week-long visits. Grandma
and Grandpa thought I just wanted to watch their new TV. What I really wanted to do
was play baseball.

I do not think we ever set a formal meeting time, but everyday all of the young Ma-
quon boys and an occasional girl would gather at the ballpark at 10 a.m. We would
play till noon, go home and eat dinner (a Maquon word for the noon meal), then come
back at 1 and play until supper (a Maquon word for the evening meal). Then we
would go play on our Little League teams in the evening. If no Little Leagues were
scheduled, we would come back to the ballpark and play until dark.

I mention all of this because of two key points. 1) We played baseball all of the time,
so we got to be pretty good. 2) No adults were present to coach, cheer or mess up our
games.

Neither of those two things seem to exist anymore.

Drive by the ballpark in Maquon or another town and I doubt you will see kids playing
baseball. The ballparks still sit there. But the grass grows tall and the fields stand
empty. Some evenings kids dads may arrive with their heavy metal (pickups, bats and
kegs) for 40 minutes of softball and four hours of beer-guzzling. When was the last
time you drove by a park on Wednesday afternoon in the summer and saw a dozen
boys playing baseball?

Today the kids in Santuce play baseball, barefooted on rock-littered diamonds. The
kids in Maquon play Halo or Sole Caliber2 on an X-Box. That should explain why
Major League Baseball today features a majority of its players from Latin America.

It would be easy to blame the kids of today for this state of affairs, but a look back at
Magquon in 1957 might offer some additional insight.

Earlier I mentioned “no adults present.” As a result, we did not have teams, uniforms,
standings, batting gloves, majors and minors, age groups, coolers full of Gatorade,
First Aid Kits, sunscreen, playoffs, tournaments or trophies. Instead--we had fun.

We also had rules—our rules. We would make them up each session depending on
who showed up and how many showed up.

For example, on shorthanded days we would play “right field out” or “pitcher’s hands
out.” We might also prohibit bunting. We might have the team at bat provide a
catcher or first baseman. If we were really short-handed we might take batting prac-
tice or play other games such as “500” or “Work-up.” 1 doubt if my son has ever even
heard of those games.

If every kid in town showed up, we could field two, nine-man teams. But the players
would range in age from 6-13 and one was a girl. So that presented a different prob-
lem—Earl and Mouse.

Earl Ferry and Alvin “Mouse” Morse were both 12 years old. More significantly, Earl
and Mouse were pitchers. They threw hard. And they (continued on page 4)

For all 2003 World Series game games scores go to: www.msblnational.com
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38+ National

RA

So. California Blue Jays

25

Better Directions To The Surprise Complex
By Brian Sigler

W | L T | Pts
2 0 0 4
Sacramento Rivercats 1 0 0 2 3 Jim Mallon, Director of the Surprise Sports Complex in Sur-
Tri Valley 40's 1 1 0 2 10 | prise suggested a better way to get to the Surprise Complex.
Bristol Baseball Club 1 1 0 2 | 15 | Go I-10 West to 101 North. Take 101 North to Grand Ave (60
W), make a left turn. Take Grand Ave (60 W) to Bell Rd and
E::;slsllaah;z fﬂtzg Nat (1) 1 8 g 274 make.a left. Take Bell Rd to Ballard _Ave and make a left. The
San Jose ) > ) HEE Surprise Complex is located on the right.
Welcome’s the MSBL World Series to the Valley of the Sun!
Looking for great grub and brew with a view? Then mosey on up to
the Rustler’s Rooste Steakhouse
(located behind the Pointe South Mountain Resort)
MSBL players receive 20% off | Live music 7 nights a week
Happy Hour 4:00p - 6:00p (Mon - Fri) 602 631-6474
28+ Central Div 1 W L T [Pts | RA
Arizona Diamondbacks 2 0 0 4 8
Bay Area Beavers 1 0 0 2 3
Eagle Valley Merchants 1 0 0 2 | 10
28+ Federal Div 1 WL [T [pts|RA]| [Albuguerque Rangers 1111012125
North Valley Bears 2 0 0 4 9 Puget Sound Tigers 1 1 0 2 27
PAC West 2 0 0 4 22 Sun VaIIey Solar Sox 0 2 0 0 19
Maine Diamond Dogs 1 0 0 2 1 Tucson Old Pueblo Padres 0 2 0 0 ] 20
San Antonio Cardinals 1 1 0 2 | 16 28+ Central Div 2 wliL T I Pts | RA
Long Island Yankees 0 1 0 0 21 Tri VaIIey Giants 2 0 0 4 8
An.telope Valley Reds 0 2 0 0 | 30 | [Seattle Blues 2 0 0 2 | 10
Fairfax Generals 0 2 0 0 | 40 | ISo. California Storm 2 0 0 4 | 11
28+ Federal Div 2 W | L T [ Pts | RA [ [New Mexico Lobos 0 1 0 0 | 14
Northwest Blaze 2 0 0 4 4 Long Island Angels 0 1 0 0 |19
Chicago Reds 2 0 0 4 9 Connecticut A's 0 2 0 0] 21
Riverside Aztecs 1 1 0 2 19 | |Denver Expos 0 2 0 0 | 43
Tri Valley Oaks 1 1 0 2 | 22
Midwest Padres 1 1 0 2 29 28+ Central Div 3 W L T Pts | RA
Arizona Outlaws 0 1 0 0 | 14 | |Orange County Dragons 1 0 0 2 4
Denver Braves 0 1 0 0 14 | |Colorado Springs Explorers 1 0 0 2 7
Orange County Black Sox 0 2] 0] o014 Malverne Angels 1101012 /(7
- Utah Pirates 1 1 0 2 | 22
28+ Federal Div 3 W1 LIT/PtslRAI Tycson Cactus Rally Reds ol 2]o] ofo23
Central Coast Waves 2 0 0 4 4 Eugene Evergreens 0 2 0 0 | 32
Stanislaus Indians 2 0 0 4 4
New Mexico Hurricanes 2 0 0 4 | 10 | [28+ Central Div 4 W] L | T]|Pts[RA
Austin Express 1 1 0 | 2 [ 11| [VABL Quakes 2 101014109
Terre Haute Cubs 1 1 0 2 19 Kansas City Giants 2 0 0 4 15
Texan Rangers 1 1 0 2 24 Des Moines Bruins 1 1 0 2 11
Pacific Coast Barracudas 0 | 2] 0] o |13] [StThomas Tropical Waves 111101021
Long Island Mets 0 2 0 0 | 30 | [N. Colorado Reds 1 1 0 2 | 12
Valley Mets 0 2 0 0 | 33 | [New Mexico Cubs 0 2 0 0 | 18
Utah Buzzards 0 2 0 0 |19
28+ Federal Div 4 W L T [Pts | RA
LA Westside Cubs 2 0 0 4 | 14 | [28+ Central Div 5 Wil L T | Pts | RA
Chicago Tiger AA 1 0 0 2 2 LA Bulls 2 0 0 4 6
Tacoma Tugs 1 1 0 2 10 | |[Omaha Titans 1 0 0 2 2
Boise Tigers 1 1 0 2 16 | |Las Vegas Heat 1 1 0 2 119
Redwood Empire REBL Crush 1 1 0 2 | 20 | [So. California Indians 1 1 0 2 | 31
Brazos Logistics 0 2 0 0 | 30 | |West Virginia Cardinals 0 1 0 0 3
Denver Bulldogs 0 1 0 0 | 31 Santa Barbara Alley Cats 0 2 0 0 |17
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28+ Federal Div 1 Results 10/20
Antelope Valley Reds
PAC West

North Valley Bears
Fairfax Generals

San Antonio Cardinals
Long Island Yankees

North Valley Bears
Antelope Valley Reds

Fairfax Generals
PAC West

San Antonio Cardinals
Maine Diamond Dogs

28+ Federal Div 3 Results 10/20
Austin Express
Central Coast Waves

New Mexico Hurricanes
Long Island Mets

Stanislaus Indians
Pacific Coast Barracudas

Terre Haute Cubs
Texan Rangers

Pacific Coast Barracudas
New Mexico Hurricanes

Austin Express
Valley Mets

Central Coast Waves
Long Island Mets

Stanislaus Indians
Terre Haute Cubs

Valley Mets
Texan Rangers

28+ Federal Div 4 Results 10/20
Boise Tigers
Redwood Empire REBL Crush

LA Westside Cubs
Brazos Logistics

Tacoma Tugs
Chicago Tiger AA

LA Westside Cubs
Boise Tigers

Brazos Logistics
Redwood Empire REBL Crush

Tacoma Tugs
Denver Bulldogs
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38+ National Results 10/20

Bristol Baseball Club 8
So. California Blue Jays 9
San Jose 5
Dallas Blue Stars 7
Tri Valley 40's 7
Long Island Mets Nat 6
San Jose 6
Bristol Baseball Club 11
Dallas Blue Stars 17
So. California Blue Jays 19
Tri Valley 40's 3
Sacramento Rivercats 4
New

National

Tourney

Desert

Classic

In Palm

Springs

January

17th - 19th

To reserve your teams

APN Sports
Play-By-Play Video

call ahead of time:

(602) 242-1397

28+ Federal Div 2 Results 10/20

Chicago Reds 14
Arizona Outlaws 9
Orange County Black Sox 1
Northwest Blaze 8
Midwest Padres 0
Chicago Reds 19
Arizona Outlaws 0
Denver Braves 0
Riverside Aztecs 3

Northwest Blaze 4

Tri Valley Oaks 15
Riverside Aztecs 17
Midwest Padres 14
Denver Braves 10
Tri Valley Oaks 6
Orange County Black Sox 5

www.hardball.net

Diary of an Aging Baseball Player
(continued from page 2)

threw curve balls.

So we came up with a basic set of rules.

Earl and Mouse had to be on different teams.
When the little kids came up to bat (the 6-9
year olds) Earl and Mouse had to lob the ball
in. Unfortunately I was 10 at the time. I had
lobbied for rules that would occasionally
allow me to get a base hit. But because Earl
and Mouse were the oldest (and the mean-
est), their concessions only went so far.

By the next summer Earl and Mouse were
working part-time jobs, so Earl’s brother
Frank, Jimmy Melton, Bobby Pruett and I
became the self-appointed “Leaders of the
Park.” We still lobbed it to the 6-9 year old.
But because none of the aforementioned
could throw as hard as our predecessors, my
batting average soared. [ would usually go
about 20 for 50 (per day). We would all
have 500 at bats before the 4™ of July. We
helped each other. We improved. Eight
hours of baseball per day will do that for
you.

Compare that with the typical 10-year old
today. Six practices in May. Six rained out
practices in May. Twenty games in 30 days
in June. Six games rained out in June. July
1—season over. We have to pick that all-
star team to start traveling around and play-
ing in tournaments. The net result is 15 kids
from the league keep playing and 150 others
start looking for something else to do. Here
it is July, the best baseball month of the year,
and 90 percent of the kids have packed away
their gloves for the season. And you wonder
how X-Box came to be so popular?

Back in Maquon “we didn’t need no stinking
all-star team.” We just wanted to “play”
ball. T am truly sorry my son never had the
chance to experience Maquon. He never
found out how much fun baseball could be.
Dr. Max Utsler has played in the Kansas City
MSBL since 1988. In his spare time he teaches
Jjournalism at the University of Kansas.

You Ought To Be In Pictures!
(continued from page 1)

Jerry, Chris & C.J., and Norine maintain
extensive, well-organized filing and record-
keeping systems. This enables them to lo-
cate almost any photo they have shot since
they began covering the tournaments and to
make images of national tournament action
available to teams and players at a reason-
able price.

To reach Denevi & Jones, call: (415) 752-
6384, or email: acelphotolbasbal@aol.com.
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28+ Central Div 1 Results 10/20 28+ Central Div 2 Results 10/20

Albuquerque Rangers 11 Connecticut A's 4
Sun Valley Solar Sox 9 So. California Storm 5
Puget Sound Tigers 2 Seattle Blues 27
Arizona Diamondbacks 15 Denver Expos 4
Tucson Old Pueblo Padres 3 Tri Valley Giants 19
Bay Area Beavers 9 Long Island Angels 5
Arizona Diamondbacks 8 Denver Expos 7
Sun Valley Solar Sox 6 So. California Storm 16
Tucson Old Pueblo Padres 10 Tri Valley Giants 14
Eagle Valley Merchants 11 New Mexico Lobos 3
Puget Sound Tigers 16  Seattle Blues 16
Albuquerque Rangers 12  Connecticut A's 6
28+ Central Div 4 Results 10/20 28+ Central Div 5 Results 10/20
Des Moines Bruins 8 LA Bulls 18
Utah Buzzards 5 So. California Indians 3
St. Thomas Tropical Waves 6 LasVegas Heat 13
Kansas City Giants 7 So. California Indians 15
VABL Quakes 8 Santa Barbara Alley Cats 3
New Mexico Cubs 2 LABulls 12
Kansas City Giants 11 West Virginia Cardinals 2
Utah Buzzards 9 :

Santa Barbara Alley Cats 4
VABL Quakes 8

Las Vegas Heat 5
N. Colorado Reds 7 g
St. Thomas Tropical Waves 6
Des Moines Bruins 4

Every player attending the 2003 MSBL / |
MABL World Series will receive a compli-
mentary package of BIOFREEZE Pain Gel.

Freebees Relieve Pain For MSBL WS Baseball Players
By Annie Sullivan

“The pain starts and stops here.” At least this is what you get when you put baseball and
Biofreeze together. Coming to the 2003 World Series, ball players play their heart out in
hopes to win. This means injuries happen. This is where Biofreeze has stepped in. Biof-
reeze claims that “The pain stops here.” So, ball players at this 2003 World Series tourna-
ment will receive a free sample of Biofreeze gel to relieve their pain from injuries.

Biofreeze uses cold therapy (Cryotherapy) to relieve pain for several hours. Biofreeze is
greaseless and stainless pain relief with no lingering odor. People who suffer from back,
neck, or shoulder pain, sore muscles and arthritis should use this product. Biofreeze is
backed up by health care professionals and is only sold to them. It is not available in retail
stores.

Ball players, remember that using Biofreeze for pain can help you out in this year’s
World Series Tournament. Enjoy your free sample of Biofreeze and to contact the makers
of Biofreeze call 1-800-Biofreeze or email no-pain@biofreeze.com.

DENEVI & JONES PHOTOGRAHY
OPEN DAILY 9:30a - 4:30p
TEMPE DIABLO STADIUM

Come check out their new digital action photo process, shown
on the computer screens inside the WS Info office.

\\.-&
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28+ Central Div 3 Results 10/20

Colorado Springs Explorers 15
Utah Pirates 7
Malverne Angels 13
Tucson Cactus Rally Reds

Tucson Cactus Rally Reds 4
Orange County Dragons 10
Eugene Evergreens 7
Utah Pirates 8
W. Virginia Cardinals 26
Eugene Evergreens 9

WILDCARD PROMOTIONS

2003 MSBL
WORLD SERIES
SOUVENIR SHOP HOURS

Located in the MSBL World Series In-

formation office (Tempe Diablo Std mezza-
nine level)

Store Hours

9:00am til 9:00pm Daily

Logo sweatshirts, t-shirts,
polo’s, collared shirts, shorts,
Jackets, denims, sweatpants and more
available in all sizes and colors.

SCOREBOOK.COM

INFORMATION LINE

contact Mitch Miles
201 -315-1615

MSBL WS HR Contest
Friday October 24th

Tempe Diablo Stadium
$25 - Starts at 8:00pm

MSBL WS INFORMATION DESK

(Located at Tempe Diablo Stadium)
For information call: 602-438-7528
Open Daily from 9:00a till 5:00p

e Copies of the WS Daily News

o Current Divisional Standings

e World Series Game Scores

¢ Denevi & Jones Photography

e 2003 MSBL / MABL WS Souvenirs
e Master Schedule / Field Directions
e Team Roster Information

e WS Tournament Lost and Found

e MSBL Umpire In Chief Office

e WS Individual Picture Slide Show

e Trade Show (Thur 10/24 to Sun 10/26)




So. Cal Indians batter Mark Mitchell fouls this ball off his foot
during this at bat against the LA Bulls at Tempe Diablo Stadium.
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Omaha runner Todd Procopio takes a conservative lead as W. 28+ Central Los Angeles Bulls batter John Weller looks at this
Virginia Cardinals first baseman Robbie Cope tries to keep him pitch at the knees but just a bit outside during yesterday’s game.

e —— |

Omabha Titans pitcher Chris Shanahan delivers a pitch to the plate  The APN Video production team of Eric Andersson (left) and Jeff
during yesterday’s game one 3-2 win over the W. Virginia Cards. Lowry (vight) film another WS game at Tempe Diablo Stadium.




